
Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 21, 2014 

 

ATTENTION 

 

Probate cases on this calendar are currently under review by the probate 

examiners.  Review of some probate cases may not be completed and therefore 

have not been posted.   

 

If your probate case has not been posted please check back again later.  

 

Thank you for your patience. 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 21, 2014 

 

1 Ron C. Wade (CONS/PE) Case No. 0226015 

 Atty Bagdasarian, Gary G. (for Chris Wade – Successor Conservator/Petitioner)   
 Petition for Substituted Judgment to Transfer Assets to Revocable Living Trust [Prob.  

 C. 2580(b)(6)] 

Age: 64 

DOB: 02/07/49 
CHRIS WADE, successor conservator, is Petitioner. 
 
Petitioner states: 
1. The Conservatee has never been married and 

has no children.  He has two living brothers, 
Gary Wade and Petitioner.  The Conservatee 
also has a deceased brother.   

2. The Conservatee lives with Petitioner and 
Petitioner’s girlfriend, Sheila Kajitani, who is also 
friends with the Conservatee and has lived 
with the Petitioner and Conservatee for the 
past 26 years and has assisted in his care.  
However, Sheila Kajitani is not a caregiver as 
described under the Probate Code. 

3. The purpose of this Petition is to transfer assets 
remaining in the name of the Conservatee to 
a revocable living trust in order to avoid 
probate costs and delay on the 
Conservatee’s death by transferring the 
conservatorship estate to the trustee of The 
Ron C. Wade Revocable Trust (to be 
established)(the “Trust”) 

4. The primary purpose of the Trust is to provide 
for the Conservatee’s health, support, comfort 
and welfare and to save the costs involved in 
the administration of a probate estate. 

5. The Trust names Petitioner, Christopher Wade, 
as trustee of the Trust.  The successor trustees 
are Sheila Kajitani and Gary Wade, in that 
order. 

6. Conservatee’s Will, dated 09/20/06, leaves his 
entire estate to Petitioner, Chris Wade.  The Will 
does not mention any further distribution in the 
event of Chris Wade’s death.   

7. Conservatee has indicated that in the event 
of the death of Chris Wade, or his incapacity, 
he would want Sheila Kajitani as the successor 
trustee, successor executor under the will and 
successor beneficiary under the Trust. 
 

Continued on Page 2 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 
CONTINUED FROM 12/05/13 

Petitioner has modified the 

proposed trust.  The Following 

notes/comments relate to the 

modified document filed 12/26/13. 

1. The modified Trust does not 

have a paragraph 3.2 as 

referred to in the Declaration of 

Gary Bagdasarian at 

paragraph c. 

2. The modified Trust is missing 

article 12 completely. 

3. Article 10.4 titled “Effective 

Dates” refers to appointments, 

designations, removals or 

revocations of a Trustee state 

that those appointments, etc., 

shall be by Court order, but 

includes the clarifier prior to the 

death of Ron C. Wade.  It is 

unclear why this extra 

statement is included.  The 

Rules of Court to not make this 

distinction. 

4. The proposed beneficiaries 

under the Trust are not all of the 

intestate heirs of the 

conservatee.  It is unclear 

whether all of the intestate heirs 

of the conservatee have been 

provided with notice.  The 

Petition indicates that the 

Conservatee has two living 

brothers and a predeceased 

brother.  There is no mention 

whether any of his brothers 

have issue. Need clarification.  

It is noted that that the Proof of 

Service filed 12/26/13 shows 

service to several people, but 

their relationships to 

conservatee are unclear. 

Continued on Page 2 
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1 Ron C. Wade (CONS/PE) Case No. 0226015 
Page 2 
 
8. The proposed Declaration of Trust of the Ron C. Wade Wade Revocable Trust (to be dated) provides that the 

sole beneficiary of the Trust would be Petitioner, Christopher Glen Wade, and the remainder beneficiaries 
would be Sheila Kajitani and Gary Eugene Wade, in that order. 

9. This estate planning, to be completed on behalf of the Conservatee, is essential in order to carry out his 
testamentary desire and to minimize expenses in connection with the administration of his estate upon his 
death, and to minimize taxes based on the previous tax planning done in connection with the creation of the 
Trust. 

10. Petitioner has no reason to believe that the Conservatee is opposed to the proposed action and believes that, 
if the Conservatee had the capacity to do so, he would take the proposed action. 

 
Petitioner requests this Court make an Order as follows: 

1. Authorizing Chris Wade, as Conservator of the Estate of Ron C. Wade, to: 
a. Execute and date the Ron C. Wade Revocable Trust; 
b. To transfer the assets listed on Exhibit D to this Petition, together with any other assets of the Conservatee, 

Ron C. Wade, that may come into the Conservator’s knowledge and possession, to Christopher Glen 
Wade, Trustee of The Ron C. Wade Revocable Trust (to be dated); and 

c. To execute the Last Will and Testament of Ron C. Wade on his behalf 
 
Declaration of Gary G. Bagdasarian in Support of Petition for Substituted Judgment to Transfer Assets to Revocable 
Living Trust states: 
 

1. In connection with the Petition for Substituted Judgment to Transfer Assets to Revocable Living Trust filed 
09/27/13, the Revocable Living Trust has been modified to take into account California Rules of Court 7.903. 

2. A revised Declaration of Trust for Ron C. Wade is attached and meets the requirement of CRC § 7.903. 
 
NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS (Continued): 

5. The Petition indicates that the primary beneficiary (Petitioner/Conservator, Chris Wade) of the 

proposed trust instrument is the same as in the conservatee’s will executed on 09/20/06.  It is noted 

that the conservatee has been subject to conservatorship of his Person and Estate since 1991 and 

therefore was conserved at the time the 09/20/06 will was executed.  It is unclear whether the 

conservatee had capacity to execute a will in 2006 and the Examiner was unable to locate a 

Petition for the creation of will for the Conservatee around the 09/20/06 date.  

6. The 2006 will does not name a beneficiary after Chris Wade.  It is unclear why the proposed trust 

instrument names the Petitioner’s girlfriend as the contingent beneficiary and not the conservatee’s 

other brother.  The Court may require more information.  

7. The Petition states that Sheila Kajitani has assisted in caring for the conservatee for the last 26 years, 

but states that she is not a caregiver as described in the Probate Code.  Need more information as to 

why Ms. Kajitani should not be considered a caregiver under the Probate Code. 

8. It is noted that as of the settling of the first account of successor trustee (Petitioner, Chris Wade), the conservator 

had in his possession property on hand in the amount of $210,738.92 at the end of the accounting period, of 

which $200,975.42 is cash.  The Conservator currently has bond posted in the amount of $114,000.00.  It appears 

that some of the cash assets are currently held in a blocked account at Premier Valley Bank.  Exhibit D to the 

Petition, which lists the assets proposed to be transferred to the proposed trust does not include an account at 

Premier Valley Bank. The Petition is unclear as to whether all of the conservatee’s assets are to be transferred to 

the trust. 
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2 Peter Thomas Romich (Estate) Case No. 03CEPR01576 
 Atty Spaulding, Jill L. (for Paula Marie Romich – sister/Petitioner)   

 (1) Waiver of Accounting and Petition for Final Distribution Under Will and (2)  

 Allowance of Fees to Attorney 

DOD: 01/19/03 PAULA MARIE ROMICH, Executor, is Petitioner. 

 

Accounting is waived. 

 

I & A  - $170,136.39 

POH  - $5,000.00 

 

Executor - waived 

 

Attorney - $1,000.00 (less than 

statutory) 

 

Distribution, pursuant to decedent’s will, is to: 

 

Paula Marie Romich - $4,000.00 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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3 Barbara Jean Quintana (CONS/PE) Case No. 11CEPR00202 
 Atty Teixeira, J. Stanley (for Petitioners/Conservators Victoria Reyes and Stephanie Callahan)  

 Atty Sharbaugh, Catherine (court appointed for conservatee) 
 First Account and Report of Conservators, Petition for Allowance of Fees for  

 Attorney 

Age: 77 years 

 

VICTORIA REYES and STEPHANIE 

CALLAHAN, Conservators, are petitioners.   

 

Account period 7/19/12 – 9/30/13 

 

Accounting   - $40,354.80 

Beginning POH - $ 7,617.91 

Ending POH  - $ 2,333.27 

 

Bond was waived.  

 

Conservators  - waive 

 

Attorney  - $4,375.00 

(per itemization and declaration for 17.50 

hours @ $250/hr) 

 

Costs   - $1,031.50 

(filing fees, certified copies, probate 

referee) 

 

Petitioner prays for an Order: 

1. Approving, allowing and settling 

the first account. 

 

2. Authorizing attorney fees and 

costs. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

Continued from 12/17/13. Minute Order 

(Judge Snauffer) states the Court approves 

a partial distribution of attorney’s fees in the 

amount of $2,000.00.  The issue regarding 

the remainder of the attorney fees is 

continued to 1/17/14. This issue regarding 

the bond is reserved. Counsel is directed to 

prepare an order. As of 1/16/14 no 

additional documents have been filed and 

an order has not been submitted.  
 

1. Accounting includes items that may 

need clarification. 

a. Receipt schedule shows varying 

amounts for the conservatee’s 

pension for example: 

 Aug. 2012   - $2,520.20 

 Sept. 2012  - $2,590.00 

 Oct. 2012 - $1,900.00 

 Nov. 2012 - $1,500.00 

 Dec. 2012 - $1,900.00 

 Jan. 2013 - $1,604.00 

 Feb. 2013 - $1,700.00 

 Mar. 2013 - $1,800.00 

 Apr. 2013 - $1,900.00 

 May 2013 - $1,600.00 

 June 2013 - none 

 July 2013 - $2,578.76 

 Aug. 2013 - $2,578.76 

Court may require clarification as to 

why the amounts of the pension varies 

each month and an explanation as to 

why there is no deposit in June 2013 for 

the conservatee’s pension.  

Please see additional page 
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Dept. 303, 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, January 21, 2014 

 

3 Barbara Jean Quintana (CONS/PE) Case No. 11CEPR00202 
 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS (cont.): 

 

b. It appears from the disbursements that the conservatee may be paying for more than just her own 

expenses.  Disbursements show: 

 An average of $173.23 per month for Comcast 

 An average of $257.83 per month for PG&E 

 An average of $795.52 per month for groceries, personal items, prescriptions 

 An average of $289.00 per month for recreation, entertainment, dining 

Court may require clarification. 

 

c. Disbursements shows payments for two storage units totaling approximately $442.00 per month. Court may 

require clarification.   

 

d. Disbursements show a Non-Sufficient Funds charge in the sum of $27.00 on 7/22/13.  

 

2. Bank statements provided for the statement date 7/27/12 through 7/31/12. Need bank statement prior to the 

establishment of the conservatorship pursuant to Probate Code §2620(c)(2).  Therefore need bank statements 

for June 2012.   

 

3. Need Order. 

 

 

 

Note:  If the petition is granted, status hearings will be set as follows: 
 

 Friday, January 24, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. in Department 303, if bond is now required.  
 

 Friday, December 5, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. in Department 303, for the filing of the first account or petition for final 

distribution.    
 

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the required documents are filed 10 days prior the date set the status hearing will come 

off calendar and no appearance will be required.  
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4 Nancy L. Munday (Estate) Case No. 13CEPR00422 
 Atty Bagdasarian, Gary G. (for Petitioner/Executor Patty Bibb) 

 (1) Waiver of Account and Report of Status of Administration of Executor and  

 Petition for Settlement Thereof; (2) for Allowance of Statutory Attorney's Fees; (3)  

 for Extraordinary Attorney's Fees; (4) for Costs Reimbursement and (5) for Final  

 Distribution 

DOD: 3/16/13 PATTY BIBB, Executor, is petitioner. 

Accounting is waived.  

I & A  - $113,611.20 

POH  - $ 87,256.94 

Executor - waives 

Attorney - $5,548.00 (statutory) 

Attorney x/o - $1,450.00 (5.8 hrs @ 

$250/hr. per itemization for sale of real 

property) 

Costs  - $554.00 (probate 

referee certified copies & filing fee) 

Closing - $1,000.94 

Distribution, pursuant to Decedent’s Will, is 

to:   

Brian Munday - $38,602.00, ½ 

interest in a 1994 Oldsmobile and ½ interest 

in personal property.  

James Munday - $38,602.00, ½ 

interest in a 1994 Oldsmobile and ½ interest 

in personal property. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
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5 In Re: James O. Hamilton Living Trust Case No. 13CEPR00489 
 Atty Rudy, Christine M. (of Roseville for Jamie Starr Thomas – beneficiary/Petitioner) 

Atty Sanoian, Joanne (for Gary Hamilton – Trustee/Respondent)   

 Verified Petition for Removal of Trustee, Accounting, Surcharge, and Approval of  

 Attorney Fees 

DOD: 03/13/11  JAMIE STARR HAMILTON, beneficiary, is 

Petitioner. 

 

Petitioner states: 

1. She is an heir of James O. Hamilton 

(“Decedent”) and a beneficiary of the 

JAMES O. HAMILTON LIVING TRUST (the 

“Trust”).  Gary C. Hamilton (“Respondent”) is 

the trustee of the Trust. 

2. Decedent created the Trust on 04/16/03 

and amended the Trust on 12/20/07. The 

Trust named Gary C. Hamilton as the 

successor trustee upon the death of James 

O. Hamilton. 

3. The dispositive terms of the Trust set out in 

Article Five of the Trust as amended on 

12/20/07 state in relevant part: “Upon the 

death of the settlor, $1.00 shall be paid to 

Gary K (sic) Hamilton and $1.00 shall be 

paid to Terry Lee Hamilton as they are 

already provided for elsewhere. The 

balance of the trust assets shall be divided 

into four (4) shares and allocated as follows: 

25% to Wade Hamilton, 25% to Jamie Star 

Hamilton Thomas, 25% to Cynthia Ann 

Thomas, and 22% to Allen Richard Thomas.  

Each share of these beneficiaries shall 

remain in this trust until the particular 

beneficiary attains the age of 60 at which 

time the trustee shall distribute the share in 

200 monthly installments.  The monthly 

payments shall be $1,000 per month unless 

the trustee must adjust the amounts 

depending on the trust assets.  It is 

anticipated that by the time the first 

beneficiary attains the age of 60, all assets 

of this trust will be liquid.  If the trust does not 

contain assets that are liquid, the trustee 

shall use his or her best efforts to liquidate 

those assets (emphasis added).” 

Continued on Page 2 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

CONTINUED FROM 12/03/13 

Minute order from 12/03/13 states: Ms. 

James is appearing via CourtCall.  Ms. 

Nuttall informs the Court that they are 

working on getting the properties 

appraised and sold. 

 

Note: Status Report filed 01/06/14 

attaches a copy of the Court-ordered 

accounting.  No Petition for settlement 

of the accounting was filed. 

 

 

 

1. Need Order. 
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5 In Re: James O. Hamilton Living Trust Case No. 13CEPR00489 
Page 2 
 
4. Decedent died more than 2 years ago and Respondent has failed to liquidate the assets, make a single 

distribution to Petitioner or provide an accounting of the trust assets. 
5. At the time of Decedent’s death, Petitioner was over the age of 60 (DOB: 07/10/46) and entitled to immediate 

distributions.  Despite several requests, no accounting or distributions have been made.  Petitioner believes that 
there was a fair amount of cash in the Trust at the time of Decedent’s death and income has been received 
since Decedent’s death. 

6. In addition to the failure to account and properly distribute trust assets, Respondent has failed to liquidate trust 
assets. 

7. The most obvious breach of trust that requires immediate removal and surcharge, is the self-dealing and 
conflict of interest Respondent has with regard to money owed the Trust.  A big reason Respondent has not 
liquidated the assets of the Trust is that several of the assets are promissory notes secured by deeds of trust on 
properties owned by Respondent.  Respondent owes the Trust in excess of $400,000 for two separate promissory 
notes secured by deeds of trust on properties owned by Respondent. 

8. Petitioner is informed and believes that Respondent is not and has not made payments to the Trust for the 
promissory notes. 

9. Respondent has also failed to act impartially in violation of Probate Code § 16003.  Wade Hamilton, who has 
just attained the age of distribution has been receiving monies from Respondent.  Petitioner is informed and 
believes that Wade Hamilton has received monies from the Trust even before reaching the age of distribution 
for so called “management” of the Trust.  Respondent is clearly favoring Wade Hamilton over the other 
beneficiaries and improperly delegating trustee duties. 

10. Respondent has failed in every duty required by him and has acted in a self-serving manner since the death of 
the Decedent.  These conflicts and breaches of trust require his immediate removal as trustee. 

11. The Trust states that Wade Hamilton is next in line to serve as successor trustee and if he is unwilling or unable to 
serve that Petitioner would serve.  Based on the collusion between Respondent and Wade Hamilton, Wade 
Hamilton should be barred from serving as trustee.  Petitioner would decline to act in favor of a disinterested 
third party trustee and believes that a third party trustee is the only appropriate remedy to impartially and 
properly administer the Trust. 

12. Respondent has failed to provide an annual accounting as required by Probate Code § 16062.  The Trust does 
not waive the requirement of an accounting.  Petitioner requests the Court order Respondent to file an 
accounting detailing his actions as trustee within 30 days. 

13. Respondent is chargeable and responsible for the breaches, self-dealing, mismanagement and misconduct as 
trustee of the Trust and subject to surcharges.  Respondent has breached his fiduciary duties in every way and 
therefore Petitioner requests the Court surcharge Respondent for his abuse of office, self-dealing, and failure to 
use ordinary care and diligence in managing the Trust estate in an amount no less than $50,000. 

14. Petitioner believes that compensation in the amount of $3,000 is reasonable for her attorney’s fees for this 
Petition plus filing fee in the amount of $435. 

 
Petitioner requests that: 

1. Respondent be removed as Trustee of the Trust and appoint an independent 3rd party as successor Trustee; 
2. The Court order Respondent to file an accounting with the Court within 30 days detailing his actions as 

Trustee; 
3. The Court surcharge Respondent in an amount deemed reasonable by this Court for his breaches of Trust 
4. The Court authorize and direct the Trustee to pay Petitioner’s attorney’s fees and costs. 

Continued on Page 3 
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5 In Re: James O. Hamilton Living Trust Case No. 13CEPR00489 
Page 3 

 

Response of Gary Hamilton filed 07/12/13 admits and denies certain allegations in the Petition and states: 

1. Respondent has only acted in good faith with respect to the Trust and his duties as Trustee.  Respondent 

provided his version of an accounting in October 2012 with a document titled “Assets” that was sent via 

certified mail to each Trust beneficiary.  In this document Respondent listed what he believes are the Trust 

assets.  Respondent has not been contacted by any beneficirary about the accounting document.  

Currently Respondent is preparing a subsequent accounting which he will file with the Court and distribute 

to the beneficiaries.  Respondent has been unable to make a distribution to Petitioner because there is not 

enough cash in the Trust to make beneficiary distributions.  Currently there is $1,500.00 cash in the Trust.  While 

Respondent has not liquidated any trust assets, this is not due to lack of effort on his part, as he has used his 

best efforts to liquidate Trust assets.  Respondent has been attempting to sell certain Trust real property – 

638.88 acres of farmland in Choctaw County, Oklahoma (the “Oklahoma Property”) in order to make the 

distributions to the beneficiaries.  This farmland is an original asset of the Trust and was appraised at $863,000 

in May 2012.  Respondent believes he has an Oklahoma buyer for the Oklahoma Property and is hopeful 

that the sale will take place within 45 to 60 days.  Once this property is sold, Respondent will be able to make 

distributions to the beneficiaries. 

2. Respondent purchased real property from Decedent and a $100,000.00 promissory note was executed.  

The real property is located in Tollhouse (the “Tollhouse Property”) and is subject to a Deed of Trust dated 

03/29/07.  Pursuant to the terms of the Promissory Note, Respondent would pay Decedent $500.00 per 

month.  Respondent is current with the payments and he has not missed one payment on the note.  The 

other alleged Promissory Note was secured by a Deed of Trust dated 02/05/07 for approximately 20 acres of 

real property in Fresno (the “Fresno Property”).  The Fresno Property is currently an asset of the Trust.  Originally 

Respondent purchased the Fresno Property from Decedent but because Respondent was unable to make 

payments on the property, Respondent transferred the property back into the Trust.  Respondent is currently 

seeking to sell the Fresno Property.  Therefore Petitioners allegation that Respondent owes the Trust in excess 

of $400,000.00 is false.  Respondent is making the mandatory payments on the Tollhouse Property and he 

has deeded the Fresno Property back to the Trust.  Petitioner’s allegations that Respondent’s self-dealing 

and conflict of interest with money owed to the Trust are baseless. 

3. Respondent admits the Joel Wade Hamilton is a Trust beneficiary, however, the money that Wade has 

received was primarily money Wade lent to Respondent to initially fund the Trust.  Respondent denies any 

assertion that he has favored Wade over the other beneficiaries. 

4. Respondent denies that he has failed in fulfilling his fiduciary duties as Trustee of the Trust and denies he has 

acted in a self-serving manner, he further denies that any of his actions with respect to the Trust warrant his 

removal as Trustee. 

5. Neither Respondent nor Wade should be barred from serving as Trustee of the Trust.  If anything, respondent 

and Wade have acted in only the best interest of the Trust, the Trust assets, and the beneficiaries.  

Respondent has been making true efforts to liquidate the Trust properties. 

6. Respondent denies that he should be charged for Petitioner’s attorney’s fees and costs. 

 

Respondent prays for an Order denying the Petition. 
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6A Christopher Rodriguez (GUARD/E) Case No. 13CEPR00690 
 Atty Allard-Bernhardt, Victoria R. (for Cecilia Rodriguez – Mother – Petitioner)   
 Petition for Authority to Expend Money for Support and/or Maintenance and/or  
 Education of Minor, Christopher Rodriguez 

 CECILIA RODRIGUEZ, Mother and Guardian of 
the Estate, is Petitioner. 
 

Petitioner states that prior to her husband’s 
death, he was the main provider for the 
family, and she worked only seasonally in field 
work and otherwise cared for the children.  
 

The following expenses are incurred monthly 
for the support and/or maintenance and/or 
education of the minor Christopher: 
 Rent: $300.00 
 Food and household supplies: $376.00 
 Utilities and telephone: $50.00 
 Clothing: $25.00 
 Child care: $600.00 (party for Chrystina) 
 Transportation (gas, insurance, and rent 

on vehicle): $620.00 
 

Petitioner states she, Christopher, and 
Chrystina currently live with Petitioner’s 
mother. However, this is only a short term 
opetion and Petitioner needs to find an 
apartment where she, Christopher, and 
Chrystina can live alone. This would be in 
Christopher’s best interest. 
 

Petitioner currently works at DFA of California 
and has to borrow a vehicle to get to work 
Monday through Friday 6am to 3pm earning 
$9.50/hr. This is seasonal work expected to last 
until November 2013. Petitioner needs to 
purchase a vehicle so she can provide 
proper transportation to school, doctor, 
grocery, etc., for the benefit of Christopher. 
 

Petitioner states she is enrolled at Reedley 
College and will be starting classes in October 
2013 for a certificate in business administrative 
assistant, which will take 12 months if she 
continues to attend part time.  
 

Petitioner requests authority authorizing her to 
withdraw $1,000.00 per month from the 
blocked account without further court order, 
to be expended for the comfortable and 
suitable support and/or maintenance and/or 
education of Christopher Rodriguez until 
further order of the Court or as the Court may 
deem proper. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

Cont. from 11-20-13, 12-6-13 
 

Minute Order 11-20-13: Matter continued to 
12-6-13. Counsel is to be prepared to 
discuss at the next hearing the issue as ot 
whether there is a similar account for 
Christina. 
 

As of 1-16-14, nothing further has been filed.  
 

1. Need status of funds.  
 

Petitioner originally stated that the 
minor was expected to receive 
$40,000.00 in death benefits. The Court 
granted guardianship of the estate on 
10-29-13 and set status hearing for 12-
6-13 for the filing of a receipt for deposit 
of money into blocked account.   

 

2. Ms. Rodriguez was granted a fee 
waiver in connection with the original 
petition; however, upon receipt of funds 
in the guardianship estate, fees will be 
due to the court. Therefore, need filing 
fees of $870.00 ($435 for filing of the 
original petition and $435 for filing of this 
petition). 
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6B Christopher Rodriguez (GUARD/E) Case No. 13CEPR00690 
 Atty Allard-Bernhardt, Victoria R. (for Cecilia Rodriguez – Mother – Petitioner)   
 Status Hearing Re: Receipt of Blocked Account 

 CECILIA RODRIGUEZ, Mother, was appointed 

as Guardian of the Estate on 10-29-13 with all 

proceeds ($40,000.00) to be deposited to 

blocked account. 

 

The Court set this status hearing for the filing 

of the receipt for blocked account. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 12-6-13 

 

Note: On 10-15-13, prior to appointment, 

the Guardian filed Petition for Authority to 

Expend Money for Support and/or 

Maintenance and/or Education of Minor, 

which was heard on 11-20-13 and 

continued to 12-6-13, then  

1-21-14. See Page A. 

 

1. Need receipt for blocked 

account or verified written status 

report per local rules. 
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7 John Henry Schafer (Estate) Case No. 13CEPR00901 
 Atty Martinez, Philip A. (for Steven Anderson – Grandson – Petitioner)   
 Petition for Probate of Will and for Letters Testamentary (Prob. C. 8002, 10450) 

DOD: 4-7-13 SPECIAL ADMINISTRATION EXPIRES 1-21-14 

 

STEVEN ANDERSON, Grandson and named 

Executor without bond, is Petitioner. 

 

Full IAEA – ok 

 

Will dated 6-21-07 

 

Residence: Fresno 

Publication: Fresno Business Journal 

 

Estimated Value of Estate: 

Personal Property: $200,000.00 

 

Probate Referee: Rick Smith 

 

Supplement to Petition filed 1-16-14 states the 

decedent executed a valid will dated 6-21-07 

which Petitioner alleges is the decedent’s last 

will. The will was never revoked, but the 

original version was lost prior to his death. The 

will was prepared by Attorney Michael Milnes, 

who remembered providing the original to 

the Decedent at some time after execution. 

After the Decedent’s death, Petitioner 

discovered an envelope containing a 

photocopy of the will and an illegible letter 

from Mr. Milnes. The original was not found.  

 

Petitioner has provided a Proof of Subscribing 

Witness signed by Michael Milnes. 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Continued from 11-18-13 

 

Minute Order 11-18-13: The Court on its 

own motion grants letters of special 

administration to Steven Anderson for the 

limited purpose of overseeing certain 

bank and brokerage accounts. Letters to 

expire on 1/20/14.  Matter continued to 

1/20/14. Counsel is directed to prepare 

the order. Later, the hearing date of 

1/20/14 is vacated and rescheduled for 

1/21/14.  Letters to expire on 1/21/14. 

Continued to 1/21/14 in Dept. 303. 

 

Note: Because Petitioner alleges the 

original will is lost, the proposed order 

contains the terms of the will as requrid by 

Probate Code §8223. 

 

Note:  If the Petition is granted, status 

hearings will be set as follows: 

1. Friday, 05/23/14 at 9:00 am in Dept. 

303 for filing of the Inventory & 

Appraisal; 

2. Friday, 05/22/15 at 9:00 am in Dept. 

303 for filing of the Accounting/Report 

of Executor and Petition for Final 

Distribution 
 
Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the required 

documents are filed 10 days prior to the 

hearings on the matter, the status hearing 

will come off calendar and no 

appearance will be required. 
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 8 Mikaylah & Aubreyella Pizano-Ortiz (GUARD/P) Case No. 13CEPR01010 
 Atty Johnson, Crystal B (for Nellie Ortiz – Petitioner – Maternal Grandmother) 
 Petition for Appointment of Guardian of the Person (Prob. C. 1510) 

Mikaylah Age: 8 TEMPORARY EXPIRES 01/21/2014 
 

NELLIE ORTIZ, maternal grandmother, is 

petitioner.   
 

Father: GABINO A. PIZANO, served by 

substituted service on 11/29/2013  
 

Mother: DESIREE M. ORTIZ CRUZ, consents and 

waives notice   
 

Paternal Grandfather: Gabino Pizano Sr., 

served by mail on 11/19/2013  

Paternal Grandmother: Deceased  
 

Maternal Grandfather: Frankie Ortiz, Deceased  
 

Petitioner states: that on or around 11/01/2013 

petitioner filed a missing persons report with the 

Fresno Police Department for the mother, 

Desiree M. Ortiz Cruz, as it is believed to be that 

she has been kidnapped.  Mother has not 

been heard from since 10/24/2013.  Mother 

had been engaging in drugs and prostitution 

and it is believed that the mother’s pimp has 

kidnapped her.  A person matching the 

description of the mother’s pimp has been 

seen for several days hanging around the 

children’s school.  Petitioner fears for her 

grandchildren’s safety as she does not know 

who this man is and his purpose for being 

around their school.   
 

Father is not an appropriate fit for Mikaylah 

and Aubreyella.  Father is abusive and a 

severe alcoholic.  Father has openly admitted 

to drinking and driving with the children in the 

car.  Father currently has two active DUI cases 

in addition to two convictions in 2011 for a DUI 

and reckless driving which was charged as a 

DUI but reduced in light of the plea.  Father has 

openly admitted to the petition that he sells 

methamphetamines from his home.  Father 

has a long criminal history and at the present 

has several active warrants for his arrest.   

Please see additional page 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need proof of personal service 

fifteen (15) days prior to the 

hearing of the Notice of Hearing 

along with a copy of the Petition 

for Appointment of Guardian or 

consent and waiver of notice or 

declaration of due diligence for: 

 Gabino A. Pizano (Father)  

Note: A proof of substituted service 

was filed on 12/06/2013, attached is a 

proof of service of mailing as well as 

an affidavit of reasonable diligence 

for Gabino A. Pizano.   

 

Note: At the temporary hearing on 

12/03/2013 the minute order states 

that due diligence was exercised as 

to the father.   

 

 

Aubreyella Age: 6 
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8 (additional page) Mikaylah & Aubreyella Pizano-Ortiz (GUARD/P)Case No.13CEPR01010 

 
Father has repeatedly told the petitioner that he will take the children to Mexico where they will have no contact 

with the mother or the petitioner.  Father has been driving by petitioner’s residence in a white truck with the license 

plate covered.  Father has also been seen at church events that the children and petitioner attend.  Since the 

mother’s disappearance, petitioner has been receiving several texts messages from the father calling her names.   

 

Based on father’s drug sales and alcoholism, petitioner does not feel that this is an appropriate or safe environment 

for the children.  Father lives with his sister whom is also a known habitual drug user.  Upon information and belief 

father and his sister are the cause for mother’s drug relapse and are suspected to be involved with mother’s 

disappearance.   

 

Neither parent can provide appropriate care, maintenance, and support for Mikaylah and Aubreyella.  It is in the 

best interest of the children that petitioner be appointed temporary guardian.  The children have lived in the 

petitioner’s home through their lives and are very close to the petitioner.  Since the mother’s disappearance the 

children have been in petitioner’s sole custody and care.   

 

Petitioner requests to be excused from giving notice to the mother as she is a missing person.  Petitioner filed a 

missing persons report with the Fresno Police Department and her disappearance is currently under investigation.   

 

Attached to the petition is the missing persons report.   

 

Court Investigator Charlotte Bien’s report filed on 01/08/2014. 
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9 In the Matter of Tim Yun Lee Case No. 13CEPR01030 
 Atty Harris, Richard  A.   

 Petition for Recovery of Property for Trustee, Instructing Trustee and Damages for  

 Breach of Trust 

Age:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

OFF CALENDAR 
 

Entire action dismissed 1-16-14. 

DOD: 
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10 Clyde Bass Morris (Estate) Case No. 13CEPR01034 
 Atty Bagdasarian, Gary G. (for Nancy Hamilton – Petitioner – Daughter)    

 Petition for Letters of Administration; Authorization to Administer Under IAEA (Prob.  

 C. 8002, 10450) 

DOD: 10/08/2013  NANCY HAMILTON, daughter is petitioner 

and requests appointment as Administrator 

without bond.  

 

All heirs waive bond and nominate 

petitioner to administer estate. 

 

Full IAEA – o.k.  

 

Decedent died intestate  

 

Residence: Fresno  

Publication: The Business Journal  

 

Estimated value of the Estate:  

Personal property  -  $85,900.00 

Real property  -  $120,000.00 

Total:    -  $205,900.00 

 

Probate Referee: Steven Diebert  

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: If the petition is granted status 

hearings will be set as follows:  

• Friday, 05/23/2014 at 9:00a.m. 

in Dept. 303 for the filing of the 

inventory and appraisal and  

• Friday, 03/20/2015 at 9:00a.m. 

in Dept. 303 for the filing of the first 

account and final distribution.   

Pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 if the required 

documents are filed 10 days prior to the 

hearings on the matter the status 

hearing will come off calendar and no 

appearance will be required.  
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 12 Dennis Simpson (Estate) Case No. 13CEPR00357 
 Atty Walters, Jennifer L. (for Edward Simpson – brother/Administrator)   
 Status Hearing Re: Filing of the Inventory and Appraisal 

DOD: 08/17/12 EDWARD SIMPSON, brother, was appointed 

Administrator with limited IAEA, without 

bond, with deposits of $1,000,000.00 to be 

placed into a blocked account on 10/16/13.   

 

Letters of Administration were issued on 

10/22/13. 

 

Minute order dated 8/20/13 set this status 

hearing for the filing of the inventory and 

appraisal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need inventory and appraisal or 

current written status report 

pursuant to Local Rule 7.5 which 

states in all matters set for status 

hearing verified status reports 

must be filed no later than 10 

days before the hearing. Status 

Reports must comply with the 

applicable code requirements. 

Notice of the status hearing, 

together with a copy of the Status 

Report shall be served on all 

necessary parties.   

 

 

 

Note Upcoming Hearing:  Status 

Hearing for the filing of the receipt for 

blocked account on 3/14/14. 
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 13A In Re: The Bernice C. Kasabian Trust Case No. 13CEPR00514 
 Atty Teixeira, J. Stanley (for Jennifer Kapur – Petitioner) 
Atty Roberts, Greg  
 Status Hearing Re: Distribution to Granddaughter's Trust 

Bernice C. Kasabian 

DOD: 1-17-13 
JENNIFER KAPUR, Granddaughter and 

beneficiary, filed a Petition to Determine 

Existence of Trust on 6-12-13. 

 

Order Determining Existence of Trust filed 7-

30-13 orders that Dana T. Kahler provide a 

true and correct copy of the trust, including 

the operative amendments. 

 

Note: Proposed language ordering Dana T. 

Kahler to account was stricken from the 

order. 

 

Minute Order 7-30-13: Mr. Roberts requests a 

continuance to speak with Dana Kahler. The 

Court grants the petition and denies the 

request for an accounting finding that it is 

premature at this time. Matter is set for Status 

Hearing on 9/10/13. The Court orders Dana 

Kahler to be personally present at the next 

hearing. Dana Kahler is ordered to provide 

evidence of any notices the he has given 

and/or other actions he has taken as trustee. 

In addition, Dana Kahler is ordered to file all 

documents with this court and provide 

copies to Mr. Teixeira and Mr. Roberts. Set on 

9/10/13 at 9:00am in Dept. 303 for Status 

Hearing. Petition is granted before Court Trial. 

Order signed. 

 

A copy of the minute order was mailed to 

Attorneys Teixeira and Roberts and to Dana 

Kahler on 8-5-13. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Minute Order 9-10-13: Mr. Roberts 

indicates that he will send out the notices 

to the beneficiaries and complete the 

administration.  

 

Minute Order 10-8-13: Mr. Roberts is 

appearing via CourtCall. Mr. Teixeira 

informs the Court that one of the 

amendments was not signed. Continued 

to 11-5-13. 

 

Minute Order 11-5-13: Mr. Roberts advises 

the Court that he has the checks for the 

twenty beneficiaries which will be 

distributed within a week at which time 

he can begin working on the 

accounting. Set on  

1-21-14 for Status Re Distribution to 

Granddaughter’s Trust. 

 

As of 1-16-14, nothing further has been 

filed. 
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 13B In Re: The Bernice C. Kasabian Trust Case No. 13CEPR00514 
 Atty Teixeira, J. Stanley (for Jennifer Kapur – Petitioner) 
Atty Roberts, Greg  
 Status Hearing Re: Accounting 

Bernice C. Kasabian 

DOD: 1-17-13 
JENNIFER KAPUR, Granddaughter and 

beneficiary, filed a Petition to Determine 

Existence of Trust on 6-12-13. 

 

Order Determining Existence of Trust filed 7-

30-13 orders that Dana T. Kahler provide a 

true and correct copy of the trust, including 

the operative amendments. 

 

Note: Proposed language ordering Dana T. 

Kahler to account was stricken from the 

order. 

 

Minute Order 7-30-13: Mr. Roberts requests a 

continuance to speak with Dana Kahler. The 

Court grants the petition and denies the 

request for an accounting finding that it is 

premature at this time. Matter is set for Status 

Hearing on 9/10/13. The Court orders Dana 

Kahler to be personally present at the next 

hearing. Dana Kahler is ordered to provide 

evidence of any notices the he has given 

and/or other actions he has taken as trustee. 

In addition, Dana Kahler is ordered to file all 

documents with this court and provide 

copies to Mr. Teixeira and Mr. Roberts. Set on 

9/10/13 at 9:00am in Dept. 303 for Status 

Hearing. Petition is granted before Court Trial. 

Order signed. 

 

A copy of the minute order was mailed to 

Attorneys Teixeira and Roberts and to Dana 

Kahler on 8-5-13. 

 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

Minute Order 9-10-13: Mr. Roberts 

indicates that he will send out the notices 

to the beneficiaries and complete the 

administration.  

 

Minute Order 10-8-13: Mr. Roberts is 

appearing via CourtCall. Mr. Teixeira 

informs the Court that one of the 

amendments was not signed. Continued 

to 11-5-13. 

 

Minute Order 11-5-13: Mr. Roberts advises 

the Court that he has the checks for the 

twenty beneficiaries which will be 

distributed within a week at which time 

he can begin working on the 

accounting. Set on  

1-21-14 for Status Re Distribution to 

Granddaughter’s Trust and Status Re 

Accounting. 

 

As of 1-16-14, nothing further has been 

filed. 
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16 Pete P. Salang (Det Succ) Case No. 13CEPR01028 
 Atty Salang, Sandy (Pro Per Petitioner)     

 Atty Salang, Chad D. (Pro Per Petitioner) 
 Petition to Determine Succession to Real Property (Prob. C. 13151) 

Pete P. Salang 

DOD: 8-19-99 

SANDY SALANG and CHAD D. SALANG, 

sons, are Petitioners. 

 

Note: This petition lists two (2) 

decedents: Pete P. Salang DOD  

8-19-99 and Willie Lee Salang DOD 5-10-

10. See issues noted in right-hand 

column.  

 

40 days since DOD 

 

I&A: $60,000.00  

 

Decedents died intestate 

 

Petitioners request Court determination 

that the Decedents’ real property 

passes to them 50% each pursuant to 

intestate succession. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 
 

1. Petitioners include two decedents in this 

petition. For purposes of filing, this case file 

was opened as to the first decedent listed 

only (Pete P. Salang); however, estates 

cannot be combined.  
 

Therefore, this matter cannot go forward as 

filed. Need amended petitions for each 

decedent separately. 
 

For purposes of preparing the amended petition, 

Examiner notes the following issues: 
 

2. Petitioners do not state the relationship 

between the two decedents. Are they 

husband and wife? If so, a representative of 

the post-deceased spouse’s estate must be 

party to this petition. See Probate Code §§ 

11801, 13151. 
 

Note: A special administration of the post-

deceased spouse’s estate may be 

appropriate for participation in this petition. 

Petitioners may wish to seek legal advice 

from an attorney.  
 

3. Petitioners do not state whether there is issue 

of a predeceased child. Either #9(a)(7) or (8) 

must be checked. 
 

4. Petitioners state there are other heirs listed at 

Attachment 14; however, Attachment 14 lists 

only the two petitioners. Need clarification. If 

there are additional persons entitled to notice, 

need service of Notice of Hearing.  
 

5. Petitioners do not state the decedents’ 

respective interests in the real property. See 

#11. When completing the amended 

petitions, please remember to specify each 

decedent’s interest.  

Willie Lee Salang 

DOD: 5-10-10 
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17 Ariel Rose Bermudez (GUARD/P) Case No. 14CEPR00013 
Atty Thiessen, Margarita (pro per - paternal grandmother/Petitioner)    

 Atty Thiessen, Curtis (pro per - paternal step-grandfather/Petitioner)    
 Petition for Appointment of Temporary Guardianship of the Person (Prob. C. 2250 

Age: 4 

 

TEMPORARY WAS GRANTED EX PARTE; 
EXPIRES 01/21/14 

 
GENERAL HEARING 03/10/14 

 
MARGARITA THIESSEN and CURTIS THIESSEN, 
paternal grandmother and step-grandfather, is 
Petitioner. 
 
Father: JUAN BERMUDEZ 
Mother: MARY DEVANEY 
 
Paternal grandfather: ROBERTO GONZALEZ 
 
Maternal grandfather: DECEASED 
Maternal grandmother: MARGARET DEVANEY 
 
Sibling: ROSALINA CASSO (13) 
 
Petitioners allege that the mother is verbally 
abusive and mentally unstable.  She is threatening 
to return to New Jersey without having any 
support or any place to live there.  She moved to 
California because no one in New Jersey would 
help her.  Petitioners request temporary 
guardianship to keep the minor in their home and 
prevent her from being homeless. 
 
Objection to guardianship filed 01/15/14 by 
mother, Mary DeVaney states: she objects to the 
guardianship and has many concerns about the 
Petitioners.  Ms. DeVaney alleges that Curtis grows 
and sells marijuana and they were victims of a 
home invasion in October 2013.  Objector feels 
that the minor’s safety is at risk in the Petitioner’s 
home.  Further, she alleges that Petitioners spoil 
Ariel and give her anything she wants, which has 
made it very difficult for her to parent.  Ms. 
DeVaney also alleges that Petitioners are verbally 
abusive to her and her older daughter, Rosalina, 
so much so that Rosalina suffered a panic attack 
due to the stress.  Ms. DeVaney alleges that the 
Petitioners are prone to violent outbursts and 
throwing things.  She does not feel that Petitioners 
would be good guardians to the minor.  She states 
that she is not a perfect mother, but that she is a 
good mother and loves her children and wants 
what is best for them. 

NEEDS/PROBLEMS/COMMENTS: 

 

1. Need Notice of Hearing. 

 

2. Need proof of personal service at 

least 5 court days before the 

hearing of Notice of Hearing with a 

copy of the Petition for 

Appointment of Guardian of the 

Person or Consent & Waiver of 

Notice or Declaration of Due 

Diligence for: 

a. Juan Bermudez (father) 

b. Mary DeVaney (mother) 
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